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Newsletter #188: 


What’s New at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Hello coin friends! I hope everyone is doing a bit better these days from a health 
perspective. Covid seems to be easing a bit which is a relief. Now if we could only get the 
global politics in order we’d be doing pretty good. Well, you don’t presumably come to 
my newsletter to hear about that stuff so let’s get down to what is going on in the coin 
world. 


The auctions have been very busy the last week with the first part of Kunker (world 
coinage and the Salton collection) as well as the Roma XXIII and XXIV auctions. Roma 
deviated a bit from their normal regiment by doing an auction of world coins and 
Napoleonic medals (catalog XXIV). I don’t know the final hammer totals of the auctions 
but I think both houses did incredibly well. The market continues to be very strong in 
terms of auction sales. The trade shows are equally bullish. 


There continues to be many new small electronic sales popping up with names I have 
never heard of on Sixbid and Numisbids. I will report on anything that looks interesting 
for buyers but up until now I haven’t been overly impressed by any of them. Most of the 
material appears to be unpedigreed, common and low quality. Not to worry though, as 
there are many great auctions coming up. 


Kunker 365-367 (4-6 April 2022) 


Unfortunately I didn’t do a newsletter last week so this auction is almost upon us. Since 
we still have a few days I wanted to briefly mention the sale as it has some very 
interesting pieces which to bid on. 


Auction 365 has two main collections, “A collection of a Connaisseur” which is Roman 
coinage and the collection of Dr. Albert Ullrich which is late Roman gold coinage. There 
is a lovely homage to Dr. Ullrich, who passed away in 2013, from Dr. Andreas Kaiser, one 
of the principals at Kunker. Dr. Ullrich had a lifelong passion in history. His late Roman 
gold coinage is comprehensive and of superior quality. It will be a nice opportunity for 
those looking to expand their collections in Roman gold. The beginning section of the 
catalog features many pedigreed and lovely coins. I noticed the elusive 5 shekel 
(dekadrachm) of Siculo Punic (lot 5070): 


https://www.kuenker.de/en/auktionen/stueck/316088 


https://mailchi.mp/Oae9f85f5729/whats-new-at-shanna-schmidt-numismatics-inc-20221483?e=cO0fdbdcfe 1/6 


4/1/22, 8:55 PM What's new at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Subscribe Past Issues Translate v 


https://www.kuenker.de/en/auktionen/stueck/313861 
https: //www.kuenker.de/en/auktionen/stueck/310527 


A stellar denarius of C. Julius Caesar with the elephant obverse (lot 5193): 


https://www.kuenker.de/en/auktionen/stueck/315708 


There are several sestertii in mint state condition being offered in the Roman Imperial 
section. They all come from the Collection of a Connaisseur. A few lots to check out are 
lots 5226, 5227, 5230, 5232, 5236, 5237, 5243 and 5253 to name just a few. The collector 
clearly had a predilection for high grade Roman bronzes. Lot 5293 is unbelievably 
beautiful with a light green patina. 


https://www.kuenker.de/en/auktionen/stueck/315118 


Many of the coins were purchased at well-known auction houses and some carry 
pedigrees going back over 100 years. 


Among the highlights of the sestertii is a rare double sestertius of the empress Herennia 
Etruscilla (lot 5422). For Kunker, which regularly has conservative estimates, there is a 
4.0,000 Euro estimate on this piece. It comes from a 2007 and later a 2014 NAC auction. 


https://www.kuenker.de/en/auktionen/stueck/315427 


Catalog 366 is one of my favorite areas of ancient Greek coinage, Celtic. I’ve always been 
a fan of the strange “Picasso-esque”’ style of these coins. The collection is from 
Christian Flesche, who died in 2013. The collector worked diligently to create a first 
class selection of coinage across the Celtic world. His passion culminated in a 
publication and all the coins in this catalog are plate coins in his book (at least what I 
have noticed). Celtic coins don’t have to be expensive to be fascinating. This is proven 
by the countless pieces in this catalog that are affordable to most collectors. The section 
of the Boier tribe from Bohemia and the surrounding area (starting with lot 6491) are 
among my favorite in the catalog. Check out one of the cover coins, lot 6495 to see what 
I mean: 


https://www.kuenker.de/en/auktionen/stueck/320005 


Lot 6496 is equally impressive: 
https://www.kuenker.de/en/auktionen/stueck/320031 


Catalog 367 is the final catalog for the Spring auctions. It has a few notable collections, 
Dr. Guy Sylvain Paul Bastin (Greek and Roman Republican coinage), as well as the sixth 
part of the Dr. W.R. collection (also Roman Republican coinage). At the end of the 
catalog is a section of notes that Dr. W.R. had for his coins. If you are a German speaker 
you might find this an interesting component to the catalog. 


I am participating in these auctions so please get in touch very soon if you need my 
representation. 
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I’m very excited for the upcoming Peus auctions, particularly catalog 431, which is a 
fantastic collection formed by the late Dr. Plumacher. Many of the coins were purchased 
through the dealer, Dr. Martina Dieterle and other notable experts and auction 

houses in the field. There are over 700 coins in this sale and it was a pleasure to look 
through the online catalog. Many of the coins have little defects here and there but one 
can see a comprehensive well thought out collection when viewing the lots. For those 
that appreciate cabinet toning and historical records of the coins they purchase, you will 
not be disappointed. Lot 3020 is a great example of acommon coin but with a superior 
strike, lovely cabinet toning and a pedigree to match: 


https://www.sixbid.com/en/dr-busso-peus-nachf/9444/griechische- 
munzen/8052717/bruttium -brettische-liga? 


term&orderCol=lot_number&orderDirection=asc&priceFrom&displayMode=large&auc 


tionSessions=&sidebarlIsSticky=true 








Lot 3054 is another example of a well-preserved coin with less die rust on the obverse 
than normally encountered. This example is lovely and has a 1930 pedigree to 
accompany it. 


https://www.sixbid.com/en/dr-busso-peus-nachf/9444/griechische- 
munzen/8052751/sizilien-syrakus? 


term&orderCol=lot_number&orderDirection=asc&priceFrom&displayMode=large&auc 


tionSessions=&sidebarIsSticky=true 


Lot 3072 is a fantastic example with a lovely strike and sharp details. The pedigree goes 
back to a1995 Leu auction (not to be confused with the current Leu Numismatik). 


https://www.sixbid.com/en/dr-busso-peus-nachf/9444/griechische- 
munzen/8052769/karthager-in-sizilien-panormos? 
term&orderCol=lot_number&orderDirection=asc&priceFrom&displayMode=large&auc 


tionSessions=&sidebarIsSticky=true 





Lot 3118 is a Thessalian drachm with a striking image of Aleus, the founder of the Aleud 
clan. He claimed descent from Herakles. 


https://www.sixbid.com/en/dr-busso-peus-nachf/9444/griechische- 
munzen/8052815/thessalien-larissa? 


term&orderCol=lot_number&orderDirection=asc&priceFrom&displayMode=large&auc 


tionSessions=&sidebarIsSticky=true 





Lot 3177 is avery rare tetradrachm of the ruler Mithradates IV. The coin comes from the 
ever famous Kunstfreund sale of 1974 (a joint venture between M&M Basel and Leu 
Zurich). This coin is a plate coin as well in Richter’s book, The Portraits of the Greeks, 
from 1965. 


https://www.sixbid.com/en/dr-busso-peus-nachf/9444/griechische- 
munzen/8052874/pontos-konigreich? 
term&orderCol=lot_number&orderDirection=asc&priceFrom&displayMode=large&auc 


tionSessions=&sidebarIsSticky=true 
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ClIperor VILTCWIUS. 


https://www.sixbid.com/en/dr-busso-peus-nachf/9444/romische- 
munzen/8053125/kaiserliche-pragungen? 


term&orderCol=lot_number&orderDirection=asc&priceFrom&displayMode=large&auc 


tionSessions=&sidebarIsSticky=true 





The estimates are very modest in this auction so I expect the bidding to be fierce. I will 
definitely be participating in this auction and if time permits I would like to bid on the 
floor. Please get in touch should you need representation. 


Auction 430 is equally impressive and I will try to review it next week. 


Upcoming NAC Spring Sales (30-31 May) 


I just was in London viewing the preliminary NAC sales for this coming Spring. I can 
report there will be another impressive part of the Sheik Al Thani’s collection that has 
been featured in the last few sales. There is also another large and impressive collection 
of Roman coinage assembled, in fact, by an old customer of mine. I’m uncertain 
whether his name will be featured so I’ll keep that to myself. I will say however that 
there are some incredibly rare Roman coins being offered. Finally there will be the 
absolutely rare Ides of March, Julius Caesar aureus being offered. This coin was on 
temporary display in the British Museum and on request of the owner is being offered in 
this upcoming sale. The coin has a hole in it (some very expensive jewelry for someone!) 
but the extreme rarity and the notable placement of the coin in the BM makes this coin 
extremely desirable. I also understand there is a last minute consignment that is 
holding up the catalog production for the sale so while you may not get the paper 
catalog in a timely fashion, the sale will certainly be available earlier on Sixbid and 
Numisbids. 


Coin of the Week 


CAROLINGIANS. Charlemagne (Charles the Great). As Charles I, King of the Franks, 
768-814 AD. Pavia mint, Struck 793/4-812 AD. AR Denier, 1.75g (20mm, 6h). +CARLVS 
REX FR, cross pattée / + PAPIA, Carolus monogram. 


Pedigree: From the Richard A. Jourdan Collection of Medieval European Coins, purchased 
from Charles H. Wolfe, IIT, 1998. 

References: Cf. Grierson, Coins of Medieval Europe 78 (for type); Coupland, Charlemagne, pl. 
7b, 15; Depeyrot 780E; M&G 207; MEC 1, -. 


Grade: Deep cabinet tone. EF. 
Price: $7,000 


WC1077 
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Buy Coin 


Historically, Charlemagne (or Charles the Great) is remembered for being King of the 
Franks from 768 AD, King of the Lombards from 774 AD and finally Emperor of the 
Romans from 800 AD. Charlemagne was the first recognized ruler of western Europe 
since the fall of the Roman Empire. He was crowned by Pope Leo III at St. Peter's 
Basilica in Rome on Christmas Day in 800 AD. Charlemagne became a champion of the 
Catholic church. 


https://www.shannaschmidt.com/world/carolingians-charlemagne-charles-the- 
ereat-as-charles-i-king-of-the-franks-768-814-ad-pavia-mint-struck-7934-812- 
ad?rq=wc1077 


If you are interested in this coin please click the link above or email me at 


shanna@shannaschmidt.com 


If you are interested in any other coins I have to offer please visit my website: 
https: //www.shannaschmidt.com/ 


Until next week! 
Shanna 


Copyright © 2022 Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc., All rights reserved. 
www.shannaschmidt.com 
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